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ST. GABRIEL’S PRIMARY SCHOOL HOMEWORK POLICY 
 
Homework occupies an important place in the educational process and is a feature 
of the programme of our school.  Homework offers a means by which parents can 
become familiar with the school curriculum and be supportive of their child’s 
learning. It represents a regular link between home and school and as such provides 
a very good opportunity for the development of practical partnership between 
parents, child and teacher.   
 
Aims and objectives  
The primary objectives of the policy are to: 

 Reinforce and practise work already done in class.   

 Foster self-discipline and study skills  

 Develop a sense of responsibility and independence in the child. 

 Test the child’s understanding of work covered or competence in skills.   

 Strengthen the educational partnership between home and school.   

 Provide a means by which parents/guardians can become actively involved in 
their child’s formal education.   

 
Teachers will ensure that: 

 Homework has a purpose and forms part of the planned programme of learning. 

 The assigned work is familiar to the child and properly explained in advance.  

 Homework Is suited to the ability of the children so that they can at least attempt 
each task.   

 Homework is checked frequently and comments and other feedback are given to 
pupils. 

 All work will be acknowledged and personal effort will count for more than 
perfection of results. 

 Expectations regarding homework are explained to parents at the class meeting 

held in September.   

 
Approximate time per year level 
Junior Infants   10 – 15 minutes 
Senior Infants  10 – 15 minutes 
1st & 2nd class  20 – 30 minutes 
3rd & 4th class  30 – 40 minutes 
5th & 6th class  50 – 60 minutes 
 
The above times are guidelines.  In practise the time taken will depend on each 
individual child. If homework regularly takes longer than this, parents are advised to 
discuss this with the class teacher. Generally, homework is not given at weekends 
although there may be exceptions to this, particularly if it has been neglected during 
the week. 
 
Special Educational Needs (SEN) 
The class teachers and the SEN teachers will work in collaboration when assigning 
homework to children who receive supplementary teaching.  This ensures that there 
is not an excess or insufficient amount of homework given.   
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Discipline and homework  
The school requires that homework should be checked each night and the 
homework or homework notebook signed by a parent.  This ensures parents can 
fulfil their responsibility for the child’s homework. If homework is not done the 
parent should give a written or verbal explanation to the class teacher. Where 
homework is consistently not completed and no explanation is sent by the parent we 
will first endeavour to identify the reasons however, in some cases, sanctions may be 
applied.  
 
Homework Journal 
In senior classes the homework journal is used to record homework and act as a 
means of communication between home and school. All notes in relation to 
absences from school, dental appointments, late arrival etc should be recorded in 
the journal. Teachers may communicate messages through the journals and Parents 
should check the journal each day. 
 
 Role of Parents 
Parents play a central part in encouragement, observation and review. Parents’ 
interest and attitudes are a key factor in their children’s educational progress. To 
ensure that there is a clear and common understanding, a class meeting is held at 
the beginning of the school year at which the homework policy and class procedures 
are explained to parents by the class teacher. The input of parents is outlined and 
discussed.   
 
Parents are requested to: 

 Establish a set routine and time for the child to do his/her homework, in a quiet 
place free from distractions 

 Supervise children’s homework, checking and signing it on completion 

 Ensure that the child sits at a table to produce neat work/ good handwriting  

 Help and encourage the child but not to do the homework for him/her 

 Ask children to recite tables, poems, spellings etc. that have to be learned by 
heart  

 Listen to the child’s reading and sign and check the written work even if s/he has 
attended a homework club/crèche or completed the homework elsewhere 

 Forward a note or speak to the teacher if homework has not been completed 
due to unforeseen circumstances 

 Meet with the class teacher/homework club leaders and discuss any concerns. 

 
Review 
This policy will be reviewed by the Board of Management as necessary and at 
least within a four-year period.  
 
Signature 
 
Signed on behalf of the Board of Management: Maighread Gallagher O.P. 
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